Just Messin' Around

Greig Ashurst

Hart Morris is an icon in American handbell music. Just Messin' Around is an original
piece for handbells that sums up Hart Morris as a person; smart, interesting, full
interest rhythms and melodies, and nothing but pure joy to listen to and spend time
with. Just Messin' Around is a wonderful way to experience the unique sounds of
handbells combined with the American Blues style of music. Moreover, the creative use
of the rondo-like form gives the audience something to remember long after the concert
is over.

Here are the keys to playing this piece well:
¢ Pay attention to every accent and to be aware of the dynamic contrast in

the piece.

e Many times the melody is in only one octave while there are many notes in the
accompaniment. The accompaniment should remain softer than the melody at
all times. The shakes are for the entire chord.

o Exaggerate the measures with crescendo markings by starting the crescendo a
little softer than written.

o Use appropriate mallets that will give the low bass a nice string bass pizzicato
feel.

e Keep all of the 8th notes steady!
e Keep the tempo relaxed.

e Have fun!
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